Herpes simplex viruses (HSV) remain the most common viral isolates encountered in clinical laboratories (9, 13) . Although HSV can be differentiated into types 1 and 2, many laboratories do not routinely type their HSV isolates. Some of the reasons in the past for not typing HSV isolates included the lack of technical time and necessary equipment or the unavailability of commercial reagents. Proper typing of clinical HSV isolates will become more important with the increased development and use of antiviral compounds, since HSV types 1 and 2 (HSV-1 and HSV-2, respectively) have been shown to vary in their susceptibilities to many antiviral compounds studied previously (3) .
Numerous laboratory methods have been used to distinguish between HSV-1 and HSV-2. These techniques include in vitro virus neutralization (15) , immunofluorescentantibody staining (4, 11) , radioimmunoassay (14) , enzymelinked immunosorbent assay (10) , restriction endonuclease analysis (6) , nucleic acid hybridization (2), selective growth in different cell culture systems (12) , and selective sensitivity to (E)-5-(2-bromovinyl)-2'-deoxyuridine (BVdU) (7) . Previous studies in our laboratory have demonstrated that cell culture selectivity with chicken embryo and guinea pig embryo (GPE) cells and BVdU sensitivity with GPE cells provide two methods of HSV typing that are highly specific, easily interpretable, and do not require special equipment (18 Cell culture selectivity assays were performed as described previously (12, 18) . Isolates demonstrating comparable plaque formation in chicken embryo and GPE cells were designated as HSV-2, whereas isolates that only produced plaques in GPE cells were designated as HSV-1. BVdU sensitivity assays were also performed as previously described (7, 18 A total of 84 of these HSV isolates were tested with the 
